Does your school use reading assessment data for teacher evaluation?
Please remember that DIBELS Next is not appropriate for teacher evaluation. However,
we now have a solution: DIBELS AD is an add-on component for DIBELS Next that can
be used as one indicator of student growth within a comprehensive teacher evaluation
and accountability program. Schools using DIBELS AD will receive specific reports
designated for this purpose.
Using DIBELS Next for teacher evaluation is of concern because of the potential for
unfair comparisons:
1. Because DIBELS Next is available for free download to anyone, teachers could
be compared to those who are practicing the test form or sending the
assessment home with students to practice.
2. Some educators could be at an advantage due to having mostly high performing
students or at a disadvantage due to having mostly low performing students.
DIBELS AD addresses the issue of fairness in two important ways:
1. The testing materials are secure and not seen by teachers or students prior to
testing, and students are not assessed by their own teachers. A new, secure
form is developed each year to protect security and assessment integrity. The
secure nature of the forms allows teachers to be confident that the use of
DIBELS AD was fair and consistently implemented.
2. DIBELS AD reports are based on the Pathways of Progress™ analysis.
Pathways of Progress provides an evaluation of growth over time, compared to
other students with the same level of initial skills. As such, teachers are not
penalized for having students with very low initial skills because their growth will
be compared to others with the same initial skill level. Similarly, students who
start the year above the benchmark will not give teachers an unfair advantage
because their growth will be compared to other students who started the year
with the same high scores.
DIBELS AD is an add-on component for DIBELS Next that can be used as one indicator
of student growth within a comprehensive teacher evaluation and accountability
program. When using DIBELS AD, standard DIBELS Next benchmark testing is
conducted at the beginning and middle of the school year. For the end-of-year
benchmark assessment, DIBELS AD testing forms are administered instead of the endof-year DIBELS Next testing forms.
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